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Abstract

Provide a brief abstract for your paper – keep it to one paragraph, less than 300 words is reasonable. The abstract should include the objective of the paper, the context in which the work is performed, the methods used in the paper, the basic findings of the work, and perhaps a sense of the future work. Follow normal conventions. Try not to use acronyms or references in the abstract; it should be simple plain text. 
1. Formatting and length

Follow the format provided in this template. Word styles have been defined for your use; each style begins with the name CIMS and they include CIMS Heading 1, 2, and 3, CIMS Body Text, CIMS Figure or Table Caption, and CIMS Equation. If you are not writing in Word, the basic style is Calibri 11 point with 1 in. margins as shown on this page. Please use a single space after the period when writing. 
Put a line between paragraphs. Keep the paper length less than or equal to 8 pages including references. (Target your paper for approximately 8 pages) Provide a PDF version of your final paper. See Section 3 Deadline and Submissions for more information. For references use the author-date style (RefAuthor 2010). 
2. Figures and Tables and Equations and Such
This section covers the formatting of figures, tables, and equations. In addition, this section provides an example of subsections. The sections are not automatically numbered (we all have fought Word on that point too many times) so please provide appropriate numbering for your paper following the convention of this template.
2.1 Figures

Please provide thoughtfully constructed figures. The document format is electronic so you are free to use color in your figures, but as always consider what the appearance will be on the black and white printed page since many readers will still print the final paper. Fig. 1 provides an example figure. Please use “Fig.” to call out the figures in your text. 
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Figure 1: Black and White CIMS logo

2.2 Tables
Tables can be created in any format and pasted in, or you may use the built-in Word tables. Use horizontal 1 point lines to separate the text; vertical 1 point lines may also be used to separate numbers. Use 10 point font for the text. Consider using table notes to insure clarity for all materials presented in tabular form. An example is provided in Table 1.

Table 1: Example table
	Specimen1
	I
	L
	Pcr

	
	(mm4)
	(m)
	(kN)

	a
	10
	1
	100.0

	b
	10
	2
	 50.0

	c
	10
	3
	 11.1


1. Table note about specimens
2.3 Equations

For equations uses the “CIMS Equation” style. This style is intended to insure that the expression is centered and that your equation numbering is on the right. Use the built-in tabs to achieve this result, as shown in Eq. 1:
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where E is the modulus of elasticity, I is the moment of inertia, and L is the unbraced length for a pin-ended member. As provided in the previous sentence, make sure to define all variables used in equations. Please use “Eq.” to call out specific expressions. 
3. Deadline and Submission

Papers are due to CIMS headquarters by March 15 2020. Please upload paper via conference system. Please name the file with the last name of the first author, i.e. “Authorone_et_al_CIMS_2020.pdf”  

4. Conclusions

Provide a concise set of meaningful conclusions. Similar to the abstract, please refrain from acronyms and references in the conclusions. Strive for simple plain text. 
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